INTER-COUNTY SOCCER LEAGUE

222 BUSTLETON PIKE FEASTERVILLE, PA 19053

June 28, 2017

Wednesday, 8:00 PM

General Board Meeting



                   6/28/17 ICSL General Meeting Minutes. 

Meeting called to order at 7:58 PM

1.  ROLL CALL: ATTENDEES: All were present, except Bethlehem, Danubia, Jenkintown, Jeffersonville, Kensington, Quakertown and Ukrainian Nationals.

2.  REPORTS:

A. Recording Secretary- No Report

B. Treasurer- No Report

C. Grievance- No Report

D. Games Commissioner- No Report

E. Registration- Registration is going well.  7/1/17 is the last date to drop without loss of the registration fee.

F. EPSA-No Report.

G. EPYSA- No Report.

H. Ethics-No report

I. Scholarships- No Report


J.  Competition- Placements are posted.

K. Finance- No Report.

3.  OLD BUSINESS:

No discussion.

4. NEW BUSINESS:

Secondary Players: 

The main purpose of the 6/28/17 General Meeting was to provide a forum to discuss possible changes to the ICSL Secondary Player rules to allow secondary players from other leagues to play as secondary players in ICSL.  Any proposed changes to the current rules were to be voted upon and approved by a majority of member clubs.  A copy of the current Secondary Player Rules was distributed to all members prior to the meeting.

Bob Sterner opened the meeting by providing background information: Prior to ten years ago, teams could acquire secondary players from any team.  Teams would stockpile players from higher divisions in other jurisdictions and run them through lower divisions in ICSL.  This prompted ICSL institute the policy that, in order to play Secondary in ICSL, the player must play Primary in ICSL. 

The matter was presented for Discussion:

Deep Run opened the discussion indicating that it was concerned about the quality of players from other leagues.  Clubs are having difficulty fielding older teams (Whitpain Soccer Club echoed Deep Run’s concern by indicating that it was struggling to keep teams active in the upper divisions and was looking for “flexibility” in finding older players).  There was a motion by Deep Run to allow older players (ages 14 and up) to play secondary in ICSL, with the limitation that their level of play should be equal to the level in ICSL. 

A discussion followed. Issues presented were:

1. There is no way to verify that players from other leagues are at the same level as ICSL players.

2. Inter County can track players as they progress through age divisions to verify age and level of play. Other Leagues may not have the same capacity and Inter County may not have access to records for verification.

3. The potential for teams to stack players from upper divisions in other leagues and play them in lower divisions in ICSL remains.

After discussion, a vote by show of hands was taken. The Motion by Deep Run did not carry.

Palumbo Soccer Club brought a second motion.  The Philadelphia Union Academy has been acquiring players in an attempt to create a “special division with special rules.”  The Union Academy requires its players to register as primary players. Palumbo sought an exception under the current ICSL rules to allow Union Academy players to play as secondary players in ICSL.

A discussion followed.  Issues presented were:

1. Allowing players to play for both entities may create issues with PDI restrictions on the maximum number of hours prescribed for players for practice and games.

2. Opening the rules to allow players from the Union Academy could signal the beginning of “opening the floodgates,” to players from all age groups from other leagues with few controls and with limited ability to verify their level of ability.

3. Union Academy players will be encouraged to choose their Union team over their Club team if he Union begins to enter teams in tournaments.

4. Teams in ICSL could be “stacked” with Union Academy players and enter and sweep through ICSL divisions.

5. There was concern that injuries would be more prevalent due to the diversity of playing ability in the age groups.

The motion brought by Palumbo soccer Club was brought to a vote by ballot. The results: 435 out of 684 total votes were “No.” The motion by Palumbo did not carry.

There will be no change in the current Secondary Player Rules.

New Clubs:

Rebels FC and St. Joseph the Worker S.C. were approved.

 GOOD & WELFARE:

The July 25, 2017 meeting is canceled.

MEETING ADJOURNED.
